WCIM BACKGROUND OF VMH^UNNAM

Vazhakunnam, after his upanayana ceremony, dedicated him-
self for getting by heart the vedas with Svara. The brothers of his
father, Vasudevan Nambudiri and Nilakanthan Nambudiri gave
him practice in vedic chanting, under the supervision ofKesavan
Atitiripad, his grandfather.52 He had also stayed in the Tirunavaya
Math for four years to enhance his ability in Jata' and 'Ratha', the
various vedic disciplines. By the excellence of his vedic mastery,
he could win the most coveted first place in the vedic contest Jata,
conducted as a part of the Katavallur Anyonyam.53 Thus
Vazhakunnam had now became a distinguished personality among
the society of Vedic scholars.

Vazhakunnam's family was very strict in observing devotional
practices. His grandfather Kesavan Atitiripad, a devotee of
Gumvayurappa, would chant a sloka from Bhagavata and bow
down 108 times daily.54 Vazhakunnam9 s father Raman Atitiripad
a Rigvedic scholar, had written a translation to the Bhagavadgita
and Ekadesaskandha of Bhagavata.55 Vazhakunnam had to chant
the Panchakshara, three thousand times a day at the instance of
his beloved mother.56 To perform pujas in temples, to do ser-

52. See Bhaktasiromani, op. cit., p.7.

53. Taccappilli Govindamenon, loc.cit., p. 142.

54. Bhaktasiromani, op.cit, p.5.
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56. Ibid.. p.9.
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